
Item 6. Follow up to the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

Dr. Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine 
Temporary Committee for the Indigenous Coordinating Body for Enhanced Participation in the
United Nations

Taghlassem, hello, bonjour, 

Madam Chair, 
Distinguished panelists, 
Representatives of Member States, 
My indigenous relations, 

First of all, let me acknowledge the ancestral territory of the Algonquin Anishinaabe from which
I’m addressing you and I acknowledge the Lenape territory where the United Nations is currently
headquartered. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  expert  members  and  the  secretariat  of  the  IPSDB-UNPFII  for  this
opportunity to follow-up particularly to operative paragraph 33 of the Outcome Document in my
capacity as Africa member to the Temporary Committee for the Indigenous Coordinating Body for
Enhanced Participation in the United Nations. The Temporary Committee is an outcome of the
second “Dialogue Meeting on Enhanced Indigenous Peoples’ Participation at the UN” held on 27-
30 January 2020 in Quito, Ecuador. 

Its  membership  includes  Indigenous  Peoples  representatives  from  the  seven  indigenous  socio-
cultural  regions,  tasked to facilitate cooperation amongst Indigenous Peoples with regard to the
enhanced participation process in the United Nations, in particular the General Assembly and the
Human Rights Council. 

You make a mistake if you believe that the enhanced participation process started only in 2014. The
enhanced participation is an almost 100-year process. We can trace it back to when Deskaheh Levi
General, from the Haudenosaunee, and Maori religious leader T.W. Ratana travelled to Geneva in
the 1920s to defend the right of their people to their lands and religious practices. As both were
denied permission to speak, this denial has fueled future Indigenous Peoples’ desire for justice and
helps them persist throughout the years in their advocacy for their rights under international law,
including the right to self-determination. 

Since then,  indigenous voices  started to  be brought  to  the UN, and there is  much to celebrate
including  the  20th  anniversary  of  this  forum,  in  this  regard  let  me  thanks  again  the  tirelessly
advocacy of Indigenous peoples and our friends. For the two past decades this space (UNPFII) is an
evidence to how the participation of Indigenous Peoples can contribute to a better understanding of
their  Indigenous issues,  to listen from them about the solutions for their  concern and for some
global challenges such us peace, justice, security, development, climate change, biodiversity loss,
healthier society, reconciliation.

However, the irony is that almost 100 year later. The Haudenosaunee Deskaheh still cannot address
the United Nations in his capacity as a leader of a sovereign and self-determined Peoples. During
the  half  day  dialogue  organized  by  the  Human  Rights  Council  on  the  matter  of  enhanced
participation in 2019 - the Deskaheh was still not able to participate. 



Like I said before there is much that Indigenous Peoples can celebrate since 1977, the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations, ILO Convention 169, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, The Expert Mechanism and the
World Conference. And I am certain that Indigenous Peoples organizations and non-governmental
organizations and our allies will continue far into the future through innovating the United Nations
with our philosophies, visions, dedication and work. 

It is feared by Member States that the enhanced participation process will open the floodgates. That
all these indigenous peoples’ organizations will seek that enhanced status. Let me take away that
fear. 

First, the enhanced participation process is for the representative institutions, the authorities, the
governments. Because there is no status yet for our governments that is justified. Non-governmental
organizations can apply for ECOSOC status, or apply for observer status to the General Assembly. 

Second, Indigenous Peoples representative institutions engage in this process, and work towards the
successful implementation of the enhanced participation process with the aim to contribute to the
important work of the United Nations. Let me make it clear, we want to participate at the General
Assembly to contribute not to complain. 

Third, an enhanced status for Indigenous Peoples is in line with Indigenous Peoples’ right to self-
determination. As outlined in the Alta Outcome Document Theme 2 paragraph 10, recommending
the UN to recognize Indigenous Peoples and Nations based on our original free existence, inherent
sovereignty  and the  right  of  self-determination  in  international  law.  at  a  minimum,  permanent
observer  status  within  the  UN  system  enabling  our  direct  participation  through  our  own
governments and parliaments. 

It is therefore the purpose of this process to enhance the consultative and participatory status of
Indigenous Peoples’ governments and authorities so that we can participate in all decision-making
processes that affect us adding to the efforts of the international community towards peace. (...) 


